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WHO WE ARE

The Newtown Square Historical Society is 
a group of residents, business owners 
and workers, homeowners, school 
children, and former residents who share 
a love for history, education, and 
preservation of the things that they value 
in the community where they live, work 
and play:

NEWTOWN SQUARE



WHAT WE DO
OPERATE LOCAL HISTORY MUSEUM AT PAPER MILL HOUSE

The Society has created and operates a 
local history museum in the Paper Mill 
House & Museum at Paper Mill Road.  
The building housed workers at the mills 
that populated the Darby Creek in the 
19th century.  Our museum has period 
rooms, a re-created general store, and 
displays on the history of the Township.  
It is staffed by volunteers and open on 
Saturdays in the summer and by 
appointment for group tours.  

The building and grounds are owned by 
the Township, and are maintained 
through a cooperative effort between the 
Society and the Township.



WHAT WE DO
ANNUAL SCHOOL TOURS/LIVING HISTORY FOR 4TH GRADERS

Since 1995, the Society has hosted annual field 
trips to the Paper Mill House and Museum for 
all elementary schools in the Marple Newtown 
school district and certain private schools.  
Every 4th grade class in the four public schools 
spends a half day at the Paper Mill House.  
They are greeted by children dressed in period 
costumes, our community of home-schooled 
children (and parents!), who then teach the 21st

century kids about life in the 19th century.  

Around 450 children visit the Paper Mill House 
and Museum every April or May.  



WHAT WE DO
HISTORIC NEWTOWN SQUARE DAY

Since 1995, the Society has hosted an annual 
celebration of our history – the buildings, the people 
and the events that have touched Newtown Square 
over the course of its more than 300 years of 
existence.  We have guided tours of our 5 properties 
on the National Register of Historic Places, and 
selected private homes. We host activities for kids of 
all ages on the green at the Square Tavern, with 
music, food and a variety of crafts and re-enactors.  
We publish a program guide that lists the events and 
has articles of interest on the annual theme, and on 
the buildings on tour that year.  The revenue from the 
ads purchased by our local businesses and 
supporters provides the bulk of our funding that pays 
for everything else we do during the year.  



WHAT WE DO
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

2019 Ellis Scholarship winners:
Anna Grace DeFina and Kathryn Luke

Each year the Society awards a $500 annual 
scholarship to promote interest in local 
history, assist in the education of Newtown 
area students with an interest in history and a 
record of community involvement, and support 
the aims of the Society to educate the 
community on history and preservation.  

The scholarship also honors the memory of a 
key contributor to the Society and the 
Township, Madaleen Ellis. She remembered 
and honored us with a bequest in her will, and 
so we remember and honor her for all she did 
for the Society and the community.



WHAT WE DO
PROGRAMS ON LOCAL HISTORY

On the 3rd Wednesday of each month during the 
school year, the Society hosts a public program 
on topics of local and national history at the 
Newtown Township building. Topics in 2018-19 
included General Meade, the 100th Anniversary of 
Armistice Day, Bluegrass Music, Mad Anthony 
Wayne, the Underground Railroad in Delaware 
County, and Benjamin West, Father of American 
Painting.

Each year, former MNHS history teacher Arch 
Hunter is always a favorite speaker who invites 
audience participation and leads the discussion.

Usually, we have refreshments afterwards, 
courtesy of a long time supporter, Weinrich’s 
Bakery.



WHAT WE DO
OPEN HOUSES/EVENTS AT SQUARE TAVERN

The Square Tavern sits at the original location 
planned by William Penn as the square around 
which his New Town would grow.  The Tavern has 
anchored that corner since 1742.  The Father of 
American Painting, Benjamin West, was a tavern 
boy in the inn run by his father at this site.  The 
Tavern deserves its place on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

We have developed a good working relationship 
with the owner of the Tavern, BPG/Equus, and 
have hosted an ongoing series of events to raise 
the profile of the Tavern in the community, as well 
as its links to Benjamin West.  Everyone who 
drives by the Tavern should know something of its 
history, but right now, few do.  We seek to change 
that.



WHAT WE DO
ADVOCACY FOR PRESERVATION IN COMMUNITY

At the end of the 1990’s, a building boom  took the 
Township by surprise, as several large properties 
such as the DuPont Estate were targeted for 
development.  The Township enacted a temporary 
building moratorium while they revised their 
Comprehensive Plan.  They also asked the Society 
to develop a historic preservation ordinance, to 
give the Township one of the most vital tools for 
preservation in the community.  After 18 drafts, 
multiple meetings with historic property owners, 
approvals from County Planning and the 
recommendation of approval by the Township 
Planning Commission, the ordinance was “tabled” 
by the Supervisors in 2003.  And there it has 
remained.  

If we don’t have the tool in the toolbox, we can’t do 
the work of preservation in the community.

Dunminning (1897), 
residence of John A. 
Brown, Jr. (Brown 
Brothers Harriman) 
designed by 
Theophilus Chandler, 
Jr. 



WHAT WE DO
COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER: with membership

WEBSITE: www.historicnewtownsquare.org/

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/NewtownSquare/

HISTORY ARTICLES:  Newtown Friends & Neighbors

ARCHIVES:  maintain paper and electronic archives on 
local history topics; collect and preserve photos

PUBLIC INQUIRIES:  Field requests on genealogy, house 
histories, museum donations.

MEMBER ONLY EVENTS:  Private tours of local museums 
and historic sites 

http://www.historicnewtownsquare.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewtownSquare/


NEW IN 2020
NEW GOALS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR

 MAY DAY CELEBRATION AT THE TAVERN

 UNVEILING OF NEW WEBSITE

 ASSIST IN DEVELOPMENT OF HISTORY MURAL IN 
TOWNSHIP BUILDING LOBBY 

 PROMOTION OF WORKS OF LOCAL ARTISTS AT THE 
TAVERN

 RE-VISIONING DISPLAYS AT MILL HOUSE MUSEUM

 INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE FOR MILL RUINS AT PAPER 
MILL PROPERTY

 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE TO BRING IN NEW MEMBERS 
AND NEW BLOOD

 CONTINUED IMPROVEMENTS TO PAPER MILL HOUSE 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS



NEW IN 2020
BRING BENJAMIN WEST HOME TO NEWTOWN SQUARE

Benjamin West left America in 1760 to study abroad.  On the 
way home he stopped in London, and then never left.  He 
became court painter to King George III, co-founder of the 
Royal Academy of the Arts, an internationally renowned 
painter, and a mentor to several generations of American 
painters who studied with him in London.  Later in life, he 
recalled to his biographer that when he was a child, Native 
Americans showed him how to make paint by mixing clay from 
the local stream with bear grease in a pot, and then mixing 
colors.

Nationally renowned sculptor Terry Jones, a Newtown 
resident, has created a maquette – a scale model – of a 
proposed statue of the young Benjamin West, being instructed 
by the native who appeared in several of his paintings.  In 
2020, we kick off the fundraising necessary to commission a 
life sized bronze statue based on Terry’s design, to be located 
in a prominent place in the Community.



HOW YOU CAN HELP

We do all that we do for the Community with a small band of 
extremely hard-working volunteers, who believe in giving back 
to the Community. We are always looking for new members 
who want to get involved with us in some way.  Volunteering at 
an event, as a guide, on a committee or as a board member is 
a great way to learn about our community and meet some of 
the community members who make good things happen in the 
community.  

Volunteering in an area that you wish to learn about can be a 
good resume builder and a good way to develop experience 
that may benefit you professionally.  If you are artistic, you can 
write, draw or photograph and have your work published and 
seen.  If you are business oriented, you can take an active 
management role in running a small community business.

If you want to give back to your community, then

WE WANT YOU!


